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The Seventh Meeting of the Project Implementation Group (PLC-7 IG 7-2017) will be held at the premises of 
the State Water Holding Polish Waters in Warsaw, Poland (Grzybowska Street 80/82, room 702, 7th floor) on 
14-16 May 2019. The Meeting will start at 13.00 on Tuesday, 14 May and terminate not later than 16:00 on 
Thursday, 16 May 2019. 

Documents for the Meeting, which are restricted until after the Meeting has ended, will be made available 
in the HELCOM Meeting Portal, on the restricted PLC-7 IG 7-2019 Meeting Site 

 
1. Adoption of the Agenda 

2. Matters arising from other HELCOM work 

The Meeting will be informed on the recent HELCOM activities related to the Group’s work, including 
PRESSURE 10-2019 conclusions on suggestions to advance the HELCOM Nutrient Reduction Scheme and its 
follow-up system (PRESSURE 10-2019, doc. 6-1) which RedCore DG was requested to amend to be in line with 
the recommendations from PRESSURE. 

3. Follow up decisions by PRESSURE 10-2019 

Evaluation of effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient loads. PRESSURE 10-2019 considered an updated 
draft report on evaluation of effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient loads (PRESSURE 10-2019, 
document 7-12, Presentation 2) and agreed that the compiled information is a valuable contribution to the 
work to evaluate the effectiveness of measures and provides a background for decision making.  

Counties agreed to comment on the draft evaluation of effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient input 
by 3 May 2019. The Meeting will be informed on the results of the commenting round. 

RedCore 25-2019 will discuss cooperation between PLC-7 and ACTION project on evaluation of effectiveness 
of measures. The Meeting will be informed on the proposals by RedCore DG. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider comments received on the draft report and agree on the further use 
of the compiled data and the result of its analysis. 

Source apportionment based on source-oriented approach was considered by PRESSURE 10-2019. Countries 
agreed on the publication of the report as supplementary material for the PLC-6 project after the correction 
proposed by Germany. Germany offered to provide a written proposal on the German data by 10 May 2019. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the final version of the report to be published on HELCOM website, 
taking into account the proposal by Germany. 

Final draft of the background information report was also discussed at PRESSURE 10-2019. Participants 
welcomed the report and agreed on its publication as supplementary material for the PLC-6. Germany and 
Lithuania would like to make corrections to the national data included in the Background report, and that is 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PLC-7%20IG%207-2019-622/default.aspx
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why PRESUSRE 10-2019 invited also other Contracting Parties to provide final comments on the report by 10 
May 2019. 

The Meeting will be invited to take note of the final version of the document taking into account the provided 
corrections. 

Scientific report on assessment of progress towards national nutrient input reduction targets. As far as the 
scientific report was not finalized, PLC-7 IG 6-2019 agreed that the scientific report, focused on the methods 
used for nutrient input assessment, would be drafted by the PLC-7 IG meeting in May and further finalized 
during the summer. (document to be submitted by the Project Managers together with BNI).  

The Meeting will be invited to consider an updated draft of the scientific report and conclude on the next 
steps to elaborate it. 

 

4. Current activities of the PLC-7 project 

Update of the data on phosphorus deposition. PLC-7 IG 6-2019 re-iterated the opinion that available data 
does not provide scientifically sound background for any decision regarding the revising of the P-deposition 
level of 5 kg per square kilometer. The Meeting was also informed of the recently published Swedish 
summary report on P-deposition containing an overview the data from Sweden and some other Nordic 
countries, including also Germany. PLC-7 6-2019 also took note that Sweden and Poland might be interested 
to provide additional data. 

The Meeting will be invited to conclude on the use of the analysis of the P-deposition data in the PLC-7 
project, considering such option as publication of the compilation as a standalone document with 
recommendations for further research needs in this field, e.g. for inclusion into the “HELCOM science needs”. 
The Project Manager will provide an updated version of the overview of recently reported data, including 
extraction of main findings from the Swedish summary report and an international paper with results on P-
deposition on oceans. 

Identification of the natural background for nutrient inputs was briefly discussed at PRESSURE 10-2019 as 
a part of the discussion on the need to harmonize the methods to identify diffuse load. PLC-7 6-2019 agreed 
that an overview of natural background losses would be presented at the PLC-7 meeting in May by Germany. 
(document to be submitted by Germany). 

The Meeting will be invited to consider the results and discuss practical steps on using the information for 
further improving the methods of PLC-8 assessment, with the proposals for future revision of the PLC-water 
guidelines. 

Implementation of the task on evaluation of effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient loads 

PRESSURE 10-2019 was of the opinion that using of the same questionnaire as PLC-6 would likely not result 
in obtaining additional information from the countries and does not bring added value to the assessment 
work. Thus, a new approach to a task on effectiveness of measures in PLC 7 is needed and suggested that 
PLC-7 could focus on filling in the possible gaps from the analysis to be carried out by the ACTION project.  

PRESSURE 10-2019 also invited the Contracting Parties to provide proposal regarding an alternative approach 
to implement the task to compile information on effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient input by 
3  May 2019. PRESSURE also requested RedCore DG and PLC-7 to discuss the coordination of this activity with 
ACTION project. 

The Meeting will be informed of the outcome of the related discussion at RedCore DG and of the proposals 
submitted by countries. The Meeting will be invited to discuss and agree on further steps to implement this 
project task bearing in mind submission of the proposals to PRESSURE 11-2019. 

 

5. Data reporting and processing. 

The results of the processing of the annual data 2017 will be presented by the BNI and DCE. Annual data 
2017 were reported and verified by national experts. A draft assessment results will be presented to PLC-7 
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IG 7-2019 by BNI and DCE. The assessment results will be further endorsed by the Pressure Group via 
correspondence for publication as BSEFS and informing of HODs, as it was agreed in the Procedures for 
releasing the reported PLC water data.  

The Meeting will be invited to consider the assessment results and agree on their submission to Pressure 
Group for endorsement for publication as BSEFs. 

Status of the periodic data 2017 reporting will be presented by the PLC Data Manager. Current status of the 
periodic reporting was discussed at PRESSURE 10-2019. Some countries notified the Meeting that part of 
2017 data might not be available for the PLC-7 project, due to lack of recent information, but will be replaced 
with data from other years.  

The Meeting will be invited to discuss the status of the data reporting and the experiences of the reporting 
round of periodical data (document to be submitted by the PLC Data Manager) and approval of periodic data 
2017. Participants will be invited to inform on the difficulties to report 2017 data and propose solutions for 
their substitution, if it’s needed. 

Harmonization of spatial data and data reported to PLC water database 

PLC-7 IG 6-2019 discussed the reasons for differences between sub-catchment areas reported to the PLC 
database and obtained from spatial dataset. As agreed by the meeting, a new table with exact values was 
submitted by the Secretariat and the Contracting Parties had time until 1 March to verify the data and identify 
the reasons of differences. The Meeting will be informed about the results of this verification. The Meeting 
will be invited to discuss the reasons for differences and agree on a way forward. 

In addition, harmonizing the methodology to calculate specific loads will be discussed. This concerns mostly 
the loads from upstream transboundary areas and load reported for the whole river basin. A consistent 
methodology should be agreed on how to calculate the loads from these areas. The Secretariat will present 
a document with further details. The Meeting is invited to agree on the process to harmonize the 
methodology. 

Updating background information 

PLC-7 IG 5-2018 agreed in general on sections of the background report which are to be updated for PLC-7. 
The Meeting will be invited to discuss a road map and task division based on a proposal prepared by the 
Project Manager (document to be submitted by the Project Manager). 

 

6. Any other business 

Preparation for the annual 2018 PLC data reporting 

Recalling that the new annual data reporting cycle is starting in September 2019, the Meeting will be invited 
to discuss existing difficulties in data reporting and proposals to improve the reporting procedure.  

The current annual reporting template for PLC data has a few inconsistencies, and it would need a slight 
revision before the next reporting round. The Secretariat will present a summary of the found inconsistencies 
and provide initial solutions how to enhance the clearness and understandability of the templates. The 
Meeting is invited to discuss the suggested improvements and indicate any other unclear matters in the 
templates. The Meeting is also invited to agree on the procedure to finalize the task. 

Preparation of the HELCOM Workshop with river basin authorities. 

A provisional programme of the HELCOM Workshop with river basin authorities was approved by the 
Pressure Working Group. The Workshop will be held in Riga, Latvia 18-20 September 2019. The Meeting will 
be invited to discuss the provisional programme of the Workshop specifying presentations contributing to 
the discussion themes, presenters and invitees. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2050-2016-327/MeetingDocuments/4-6%20Draft%20Procedures%20for%20releasing%20the%20reported%20PLC%20water%20data.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2050-2016-327/MeetingDocuments/4-6%20Draft%20Procedures%20for%20releasing%20the%20reported%20PLC%20water%20data.pdf
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PLC-8 timeframe 

PRESSURE 10-2019 discussed the timeframe of the PLC-8 project and requested RedCore DG and 
PLCIimplementation Group to propose a timeframe for PLC-8 deliverables, prioritizing the update of the 
HELCOM indicator on input of nutrients and the assessment of the progress towards national reduction 
targets.  

The Meeting will be invited to propose a feasible timeframe for PLC-8 assessment products delivery, taking 
into account data reporting procedures and needs of the assessment products. 

Participants are invited to raise any issues related to implementation of the PLC-7 project. 

Storing of PLC assessment datasets 

PRESSURE 10-2019 could not agree that the PLC-water database should include the data which has been 
changed/corrected/filled-in during the assessment process, even if the data was marked accordingly. 
Though, the Pressure WG invited national data reporters to report estimated (corrected) data to PLC- water 
database on voluntary base. PRESSURE 10-2019 requested RedCore DG and PLC-7 Implementation Group to 
consider options to store assessment datasets separately from the PLC-water database. The Meeting will be 
invited to discuss the issue based on initial ideas to be presented by BNI and the Project Manager. 

 

7. Future work and meetings 

The Meeting is invited to review the list of project contacts (document to be submitted) and update it as 
necessary. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss and take note on an updated PLC-7 timetable. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss on the main agenda themes for the next PLC-7 IG meeting, decide on 
meeting dates, and consider hosting the meeting. 

 

8. Closing of the Meeting 


